In our last number we made our readers acquainted with 
clusively occupied with what have been called practical treatises on this or on that malady ; which treatises are too often little more than the records of the experience of some physician or surgeon in a particular disease during a very limited period of time. We do not require to be told that the aim and object of all theory and study is to improve our practice and to render the treatment of diseases more uniformly successful; but we have great doubts whether the authors of the present century have been taking the right way to achieve this much-desired end. How comes it, we ask, that not a year passes but some work comes out questioning or positively contradicting the facts and reasonings of a production of the preceding one ? Are we in truth at all more successful in the treatment of some of the most common and fatal diseases than were our predecessors fifty or sixty years ago ? Is the treatment of typhus fever, for example, better understood than it was in the days of Cullen and Pitcairn ? or rather have we not, after trying a variety of new-fangled experiments of our own, been of late returning to the principles and precepts of these and such-like men ? Even in that class of diseases, in a correct knowledge of which more progress has been made during the last 30 years than in any other?we allude to the diseases of the lungs and heart?the stability and success of our modes of treatment have not made corresponding advances with our improved means of diagnosis. We frankly and unhesitatingly admit that the stethoscope has done a vast deal for the improvement of medicine; but we must not blind ourselves against the staring fact that the use of it has in a thousand instances led the physician to erroneous conclusions. It was only the other day that a friend of our's consulted a celebrated stethoscopist?and well-known writer on auscultation?of this metropolis for palpitation of the heart; the case was pronounced after due examination to be one of hypertrophe and incipient disease in the valves of this organ. Fortunately, however, for our friend, who is of a highly excitable temperament, the palpitations gradually subsided of themselves, and there is now not the slightest reason to suspect any cardiac disorder. Then again, on the subject of renal disease, has there not been, of late years, a most extravagant disposition in some even of our best physicians to magnify the frequency and importance of an alleged lesion in the structure of the kidneys as the cause of a multitude of diseases ? We know of not a few instances in which the case has been pronounced to be one of the morbus "An inward prompting grew daily upon me that by labour and intent study, which I take to he my portion in this life, joined to the strong propensity of nature, I might, perhaps, leave something so written to after-times, as that they should not willingly let it die." " The accomplishment of these intentions lies not but in a power above man's to promise; but that none hath by more studious ways endeavoured, and with more unwearied spirit that none shall, that I dare almost to aver of myself, so far as life and free leisure shall extend. Neither do I think it shame to covenant with any knowing reader, that some few years yet I may go in trust with him toward the payment of that for which I am now indebted; as being a work not to be raised from the heat of youth or the vapours of wine, like that which flows at waste from the pen of some vulgar amorist, nor to be obtained by the There is no reason to believe that the communications suspended by this literary episode would have offered any greater interest. Such discussions elevate in our opinion not only the Academy, but also medical science, of which the Academy is at once the organ, the focus, and the interpreter. Let us remember, that medicine, viewed in its comprehensive range, is an elevated and complex science, which requires in its true disciples the union of the artist and the philosopher, and the most varied development of the higher faculties of the intellect applied to the examination of all the moral and physical circumstances which from far or near affect mankind. It is thus that medicine is eminently distinguished from all the purely physical and mechanical sciences, and becomes intimately allied with the metaphysical, moral and social sciences, with the general philosophy of man, with the history of the species, and, by a necessary consequence, with literature and erudition. If, therefore, modem medicine wishes not to lag behind its high functions, and hopes to maintain its intellectual supremacy, it must firmly resist that hurtful tendency, so prevalent in the present day, to push science on to a ' material positivism,' the immediate practical value of which, however highly it may be thought of, can never compensate for a more serious injury, that of debasing and confining the faculties of the mind."
" Even if we were to admit that we could dispense entirely with ancient medicine, we should not break off our acquaintance with the physicians of those days; an intercourse with the great minds, which have successively enriched the field of science, is always profitable. There is always something to be gained from a communion with such men as Hippocrates, Galen, and Boerhaave. It is useful to every one to muse occasionally on the characters of the leading men in our profession ; especially after they have been withdrawn from our eyes, and when all partiality and prejudice have ceased to influence our judgments. Circumcision as practised at Constantine.
Dr. Bonnafont, one of the physicians of the French army in Algeria, was on several occasions witness to this operation as performed by a native surgeon or tebib. The time at which it is usually practised is about seven or eight years of age. There is generally a festive meeting of the friends of the parents assembled on the occasion; but they all take their leave before the ceremonial rite is commenced. On one occasion, at which Dr. B. was present, upwards of thirty friends breakfasted; they then washed themselves and were sprinkled over with rose water, and after praying they all departed. Seven large candles, fixed in a rod of wood, and ornamented with ribbons or coloured paper in a fantastic manner, were then placed at the side of two cushions laid on a low seat; and at the other side there was a vessel holding wood-ashes, and another in which some paper was burning. The father sat down " a cheval" on the cushions, and held his son before him in nearly the same position as we employ in the operation of lithotomy. The tebib seated in front first forces back the prepuce so as to uncover the gland, which he dusts over with the ashes of the burnt paper. Thia forcible retraction of the prepuce sometimes gives much pain. The tebib then pulls it forward again, squeezing back the glans as far as possible, and working the prepuce freely between the fingers. Holding it firmly between the nail of his thumb and the forefinger of the left hand, he then snips it across with strong scissors. This is so quickly cut that the child has no time to cry out before it is all over. The wound and the whole of the penis is then dusted well over with the ashes of the burnt wood and paper; nothing else is applied. A fresh application of the ashes is made every morning. There is thus gradually formed an impermeable crust, which comes away like the finger of a glove, when the cicatrisation is complete?this being usually the case about the 25th or 30th day after the operation. During all this time the child is an object of especial regard to his family and his friends, who are every now and then visiting him, and shewing him all marks of kindness.?Annales de la Chirurgie. One of his pupils had the charge of dressing an ostler who was admitted with the symptoms of chronic farcy, and subsequently became affected with acute glanders ; he eventually died. The dissection was performed with great care by M. Rocher (the pupil), who, while the sawing of the cranium was performed, kept his hands on the face, which had been affected with a gangrenous eruption.
A short time before the death of the patient, he (M. Rocher) had been affected With colicky pains and slight diarrhoea; but it was not till the night after the dissection that he became seriously ill. He awoke with a shivering fit, which Was soon followed with the usual symptoms of fever. The pains in the limbs were severe, and on the third day fixed themselves in the left thigh, the right shoulder, and the right side of the chest. On the fifth day, M. Berard detected ln these parts puffy swellings, which had many of the characters of farcy tumours ; his prognosis was therefore very unfavourable. The swelling in the nght shoulder disappeared; but that in the left thigh increased, and was laid ?pen with the knife: a quantity of pus mixed with blood was discharged.* Another tumour, preceded by most severe pains, made its appearance over the right ankle, and proceeded on to suppuration. On the 14th day after the invasion ?f the disease, the skin of the nose became red and painful; on the following day, the redness had extended to the cheeks, eyelids, and part of the forehead, and here and there several gangrenous phlyctensc were observed. Next day numerous pustules appeared on different parts of the body, and a copious discharge issued from the nostrils. The 
